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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE following Diſcourſe was 
lately delivered from the pulpit, at 
Wareham, in Dorſetſhire. It now 
makes its appearance in print, as the 
Author conſiders. the ſubject impor- 
tant, and a Diſcourſe upon it by no 
means unſeaſonable. Should any 
profits ariſe from its ſale, they will 
be applied to charitable purpoſes. 


Wareham, Feb, 1796. 
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Marr. vii. 20. WHEREFORE, BY THEIR 
FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM. 


mo many centuries antecedent to the 
| glorious Reformation, the profeſſors 


* 


of religion in general gavethemſelves up to 


credulity ; but, ever ſince that memorable ; 
era, Scepticiſm has characterized vaſt * 
numbers in the Proteſtant Churches. Such 
is the imbecility of human nature, that 
when man flees from one extreme, he fre- 
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quently precipitates himſelf into inet 
equally, if not more pernicious. 


In the former part of the preſent cen- 
tury, there were many volumes publiſhed 
in this country, with the avowed deſign 
of invalidating the divine authority of the 
Old and New Teſtament. Some of theſe 


publications made great noiſe in the world, 


and at the time, were read with con - 
derable ayidity ; but we have no reaſon to 


believe that theſe writers made many pro- 


ſelytes to the cauſe of Infidelity. Similar 


_ effefts were produced by theſe publica- 


tions, to thoſe which ariſe from firing off 


1 quantity of gun-powder ; which may 
7 create much alarm, but A little or no 
execution. 


But, 


F 5 

But, befides thefe direct and virulent 
attacks on the divine authority of revela- 
tion, a ſentiment has been induſtriouſly 
difſeminated, which ftrikes ultimately at 
the faundation of revealed religion ; and, 
as the conſequences of this opinion are 
remote, the greater danger 1 is to be appre- 
hended from i its propagation. The ſenti- | 
ment to which I now refer, is the inno- 
cence of mental error; or, that it is of little 
or no conſequence what religious ſenti- 
ments are eſpouſed by mankind. When 
this ſentiment is received with entire ap- 
| probation, it ſo operates upon the reci- 
pient as to conduct him eventually to 
Deiſm; or at leaſt it will neves fail to en- 
ervate his reſpect and eſteem for the 
Holy Scriptures. This ſentiment operates 
like poiſon given in {mall quantities, which 


* 


* 


600 
undermines the conſtitution uam , 
and mot imperceptibly. E 
The ſentiment contained in our text 
"thn e oppoſed to this pernicious 
opinion; „ wherefore, by their fruits ye 
ſhall know them;“ that is, the genuine 
principles of Chriſtianity, when cordially. | 
received, are productive of the like happy 
effects in all perſons; that there is an in- 
ſeparable connexion between good prin- 
ciples and good conduct; and unleſs this 
connexion is invariably the ſame, the rule 
by which our Lord has taught his diſciples 
to judge of the profeſſors and teachers 
| of Chriſtianity, will ſometimes miſlead | 
That right ſentiments in religion are 


requiſite to promote holineſs of life, will 
| be 


os 1» 
be the ſubject of this Diſcourſe ; and, in 
confirmation of this . poſition, we ſhall 
derive arguments from four ſources : 
2 abs. gan. hs and * 


| L Aan will conduct us to a pre · | 
< umptive proof, in favour of this poſition, 
That right ſentiments in religion are neceſ- 
ſary to promote holineſs in life. When 
we look into the natural world, we behold 
that whatſoever a man ſoweth, that alſo he 
reapeth. If the huſbandman lows tares, 
does he, in the time of harveſt, expect 
to reap wheat? or, if he ſows wheat, is 
he in the leaſt apprehenſive that he ſhall 
' mow tares? No, he is fully convinced, 
that every ſeed has a certain ſpecific qua- 
lity, and that the conſtitution of nature is 
ſuch, that every ſpecies of ſeed bringeth 
forth after its kind. And what is here 
remarked concerning the different {| pecies 
4 of 


„ 
of grain, producing according to their 
ſeveral kinds, is equally applicable to frucl- 
| tiferous trees. Every ſpecies of trees poſ- 
ſeſs peculiar properties, by which one kind 
is diſtinguiſhed from another ; their pro- 

ductions are invariably the ſame ; and it is 
phy their fruits that we aſcertain what their 
peculiar properties are, together with their 
relative value. A good tree bringeth 
« forth good fruit, but a corrupt tree 
« bringeth forth evil fruit; wherefore, by 
40 cheir fruits 4 ſhall know chem.” 


If, from the natural, we look i into the 
moral world, 'we ſhall ſee a connexion 
eſtabliſhed between the principles and 
actions of men, ſimilar to that which 
obtains in the natural world, between the 
ſeed and crop, the tree and its fruits. 
_ religious principle - has its diſtin- 
"—_ 


63 
guiſhing quality; and when certain ſenti - 
ments are eſpouſed with fincerity, they 
will either produce beneficial or pernicious 
conſequences in'the life of that man who 
embraces them, according to theirreſpeRive 
properties. And as it is by obſervation 
and experience that men aſcertain, with 
preciſion, that every ſpecies of grain, 
and all kinds of trees, produce fruits 
that correſpond to their reſpective na- 
ture and properties; ſo, by obſervation 
and experience, we trace & ſimilar con- 
nexion between principles 1 actions in 
the moral world. L 


II. The importance of right ſenti- 
ments in religion, as to their moral influ. 
' ence, will not only appear by Argument 

derived fom Analogy, but Rzason alſo 

e concurs 


„ 
concurs to prove the truth of this poſi- 


Men who act in a rational manner, are 
influenced in their determinations and pur- 
ſuits, by their views of things; and if 
- they ſee things through the intervention 

of falſe mediums, and proceed to act upon 
thoſe erroneous repreſentations, error in 
the conduct will be unavoidable. Let this 
general principle be applied to any of the 
tranſactions of life, and its truth will be 
made evident to a demonſtration; and 
this general princi iple applies with as much 
propriety to religion as it does to our ſe- 
cular concerns in the world. If the pro- 
feſſors of religion embrace erroneous prin- 


| ciples ; if they proceed to act upon thoſe 


bad principles, is it poſſible that the 
en of ſuch . ſhould be free from 
error? 


8 4 
| ertor? © A good tree bringeth forth good 
* fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth 
© evil fruit: wherefore, by their fruits ye 
** ſhall know them.” has 


It is MY acknowledged that divine 
revelation is. one of the beſt gifts that God 

ever beſtowed upon mankind; and is it 
not the peculiar truths made known in 
the Holy Scriptures, that make them fo 
important and valuable? And. why is ĩt 
that thoſe peculiar truths are of ſuch great 
importance? Doubtleſs, on account of 
thoſe beneficial effects which they produce 
on the moral characters of men. When 
theſe truths are received in love, they are 
productive of the happieſt conſequences. 
The grace of God, which bringeth ſal- 
vation, hath appeared unto all men, 
6 teaching us that denying ungodlineſs 


38 and 


Cc. 40 ) | 
« . hold bro fobuty; 


5 | & righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 


. world.” Such is the grand deſign of 
: the Goſpel ; and ſuch glorious effects are 
produced by evangelical truths, when re- 
| e ve g 7 


Reason then teacheth us, that there 
is an inſeparable connexion between 
the principles and conduct of men; 
that the actions of men partake of the 
nature and quality of their ſentiments; 
and hence ariſes the propriety of ſearching 
with diligence and perſeverance after 
truth: its acquiſition being ſo important 
to exempt men from errors through 


III. The SCRIPTURES. farther | point 
out che great importance of having right 
ä N ſentiments 


7 


1 


41970 
ntl | in religion, as to their moral | 
influence. * o 7 2 5 be: f | 


Viewing the Scriptures under the idea 
of a revelation from God, will naturally 
lead us to this inference, That right ſenti- 
ments in religion are of great importance; 
for ſurely if ſuch a revelation had been 


unneceſſary, God would never have com- 


municated to us thoſe inſtructions which 
are contained in his word ; but ſuch was 
the corrupt and deplorable ſtate of the 
world previous to the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation, as to render ſuch a revelation 
from God neceſſary, in order to rectify 
the principles and conduct of mankind. 
And thoſe writers who have employed 
their talents in defending the divine au- 
thority of the Scriptures, have, from this 


— 


deplorable ſtate of mankind, derived 


a pre- 


(3-9 
a preſumptive: proof in favour of their 
divine authenticity, But it will appear, 
not only from the leading deſign of the 
- Holy: Scriptures, but from particular parts 
of the ſacred oracles, that right ſentiments 
in dh are of great — | 


N - The Setipencin repreſent erroneous ſen- 
timents as pernicious in their tendency. 
6 Ceaſe, my ſon, to hear the inſtructions 
& that cauſeth to err from the words of 
„ knowledge. Beware leſt any man ſpoil 
0 you, through philoſophy and vain de- 
« ceit, after the traditions of men, after 
ce the rudiments of this world, and not 
after Chriſt. I maryel that ye are o 
* ſoon 5 removed from him that called 
you into the grace of Chriſt unto 
another Goſpel, which is not another: 
“but there be ſome that trouble you, 
| and 


T0. 
4 = would pervert the Goſpele of Chriſt ; 
but though we, or an angel from Hea- 
« yen, preach any other Goſpel unto you 
« than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accurſed. If there 
come any unto you, and bring not 
< this doctrine, receive him not into your 
04 houſes, neither bid him God · ſpeed ; 
r for he that biddeth him God-ſpeed, is 
«« partaker of his evil deeds.” , 
As the word of God repreſents errone- 
ous principles as pregnant with perni- 
- cious conſequences, ſo they point out the 
truth as an acquiſition of great importance; 
and thoſe perſons who are in the poſſeſſion 
of truth, are commanded: to part with it 
on no conſideration. « Buy the truth; and 


« ſell it not. Hold faſt the form of ſound 


* words, which thou haſt heard of me 


cc in 


5 {I 
4 in faith and love, which is in Chriſt 
e Jeſus,” And whenever the cauſe of 
truth meets with oppoſition, its diſciples 
are exhorted © earneſtly to contend for 
4 the faith which was once delivered to 
t the ſaints,” | | 


IV. From arguments Ae from 

Scripture, I proceed to make an appeal to | 
Facrs, in confirmation of this important 
truth, That right ſentiments in religion are 
of great importance, as to their moral 
influence. . Wis 


1 . 

Ignorance, Credulity, Superſtition, Bi- 
gotry, and Intolerance, have ever cha- 
radterized the Church of Rome. And to 
what are theſe traits in the character of 
her votaries to be attributed? Are they not 


to be attributed to thoſe — which 
7 are 


35 1 
are held facred in that Church ? Certainly 
the principles of Roman Catholics na- 
turally produce theſe conſequences ; and 
this they have done for many centuries, 
without variation. For the truth of the 
| poſition which I am endeavouring to 
eſtabliſh, I may not only appeal to the 
Church of Rome, but likewiſe to the 
Proteſtant Church of Geneva. This 
Church was founded by Calvin; and 
during his miniſtry among the citizens, 
and that of his ſucceſſors for ſome time, 
the citizens were diſtinguiſhed for their 
temperance, chaſtity, and piety ; but 
theſe excellencies in the moral character 
no longer diſtinguiſh the citizens of Ge- 
neva; luxury, obſcenity, and impiety, 
now mark their characters. And to 


„Pr. Erſkine's Sketches and Hints of Church 
Hiſtory, p. 234. 


what 


( 22 90 
what ſhall we. aſcribe this great change in 
the moral character of thoſe citizens? 1 
think, if it is not to be aſcribed altogether, 
yet principally to that difference which ob- 
tains. in the; ſentiments and characters of 
their religious inſtructors. As theſe citi- 
zens now embrace religious principles 
that are different, yea oppoſite, to thoſe 
which they formerly eſpouſed, ſo there is 
an oppoſition in thoſe traits which conſti- 
tute their moral charadter | 


Baut as a ſpirit of es prevails in 
this country, references to d inan coe n- 
tries and remote periods are unneceſſary; 
for, in this iſland, we have perſons of al- 
moſt every religious ſect in exiſtence, that 
che diligent obſerver of mankind may 
behold for himſelf the different tendency 


5 1 28325 diverſified opinions, In this 
country 


( 23 ) 
country Arius and Socinus, as well as 
Calvin, have their diſciples, though their 
number is by no means ſo conſiderable as 


1s generally ſuppoſed Are the fol- 
| - _ lowers 


Dr. Horſley, the preſent Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
the Rev. Robert Foley, M. A. and others, have 
repreſented the Diſſenters as Anti- Trinitarians in ge 
neral; whereas perſons who have the leaſt acquaint- 
ance with Diſſenters, muſt know that this repre- 
ſentation is erroneous in the extreme. I have now 
before me a manuſcript, containing a general view of 
the congregations of Proteſtant Diſſenters in England 
and Wales; and, from calculations which J have 
made, I am inclined to believe, that there is among 
the Diſſenters, including the Methodiſts, at leaſt 
an hundred Trinitarian miniſfers to zen miniſters of 
the Anti-Trinitarian ſentiments. And the congrega- 
tions of Anti-Trinitarians are in general very ſmall. 


It may be aſked, How is it that the body of Diſ- 
ſenters have been thus miſrepreſented ? Several 
cauſes may have operated to render this erroteous 
repreſentation current; as, in the firſt place, ſome 
of theAnti-Trinitarians have attained to conſiderable 
eminence in the literary world ; as Dr, Aikin, En- 
field, Kippis, Prieſtley, . Rees, &c. whoſe! literary 
publications 


. 


„„ 
lowers of Arius and Socinus, in general, 
perſons who habituate themſelves to re- 


: 8 1 
to their ability and induſtry, and be uſeful to the 
preſent and future generations. Now it is taken for 
granted, by ſome who are unacquainted with Diſ- 
ſenters, that as ſome of the firſt literary character: 
among them are Anti-Trinitarians, ſo they are as a 
; 3 


n is, moreover, obvious, that Anti- Trinitarian 
ſentiments are heid in general deteſtation in this 
country: hence ſome perſons, who are iuimical to 

Diſſenters, have, from this confideration, repre- 
ſented them as a body infected with thoſe principles; 
and, by availing themſelves of this ſtratagem, they 
| think to excite; a general averfion to Difſenters, 


To the two preceding cauſes may be ſubjoined a 
third: The Monthly Reviewers, being of the Anti- 
Trinitarian party, aim to render it reſpectable in 
point of numbers, as well as on other accounts ; 
that if a perſon, devoid of all information reſpecting 
Diſſenters, takes up that periodical work, he would 


_ - readily ſuppoſe, that nearly all the Diſſenters in 


e of the ſame denomination with 
. themſelves. 


. 
tirement and devout meditation ? Do they, 


with promptitude and conſtancy, convene, - 


together for ſocial prayer? Does ſeriouſneſs 
perv ae their congregations. on the Lord's 


Day? And are they animated by a ſpirit of 
devotion ? Far,far from it; the atmoſphere. 
is cold, and hence fo many emigrations 


here inſert an extract from a letter, written by the 


| Rev. Dr. Green, of Philadelphia. « The Monthly 
«© Reviewers had led me to imagine, that a major 


part of them (i. e. the Diſſenters) were either 
« Arians or Socinians, and that the remainder were 
« faſt coming over to thoſe ſentiments, I cannot in- 


« deed mention the particular part or page of any Re- 
6 vie where the idea I have mentioned is diſtinctly 


4 aſſerted as juſt ; but the impreſſion I have men- 
% tioned is, I think, that which any perſon would 
% receive who ſhould derive all his information on 


t this ſubject, from the writers concerned in that 


« work.” Thus, Ithink, deficiency in information, 


malignity of heart, and a party ſpirit, have all 


of Proteſtant Diſſenters. | 


operated in diſſeminating this erroneous and un- 
favourable repreſentation: of the religious principles 


B | from © 


6269 


from a climate fo frigid and nung 
cious ®, | - 


With 


Anti- Trinitarian ſocieties are generally in ſo de- 
elining a ſtate, that it is a piece of ſingular informa- 
tion to hear of one that flouriſhes : indeed they are 
ſometimes brought ſo-low as to be obliged to ſhut 

up their places of worſhip. This was the caſe with 
Dr. Prieſtley himſelf, at Needham Market, in Suffolk. 
And, after his departure, the place remained ſhut 
up more than twenty years. About four years 
fince, the place of worſhip was again opened ; 
and there is a congregation of three hundred peo- 
ple at leaſt, who are inſtructed by a miniſter of 
Calviniſtical principles, and exemplary piety: and 
the good eſſect of his initructions are ſeen and ac- 
knowledged, even by perſons of different denomi- 
nations. But it may he aſked, if Anti- Trinĩtarian ſo- 

cieties are generally in a declining ſtate, how is it 
they are not become extin& in this country? The 
eaſon I think is obvious : There have always been 
miniſters denominated moderate men. Theſe are mi- 
niſters who, though of the orthodox fraternity, are 
| ndt explicit in declaring and expatiating on the re 
ligious principles which they eſpouſe. Theſe gen- 
' tlemen have been inſtrumental, though, I believe, 
not of introducing Anti- Trinitarian mi- 
| OP niſters 


„ 
Wich theſe ſentiments Dr. Prieſtley coin- 

cides, when he makes the following cot» 
ceſſions, That great numbers of the 
60 Unitarians of the preſent age, are only 
© men of good ſenſe, and without much 
40 practixal religion ; and that there i is a 
« greater apparent conformity to the 
© world in them than is obſervable in 
« orders.” The Doctor likewiſe affirms, 
« I conſider the principles of Calviniſm 
« as generally favourable 10 that leading 
virtue, Devotion.” That is, Calviniſm 
is more favourable to devotion and mo- 
rality than the doctrines eſpouſed by Uni- 
tarians ; and unleſs this was an obvious 
truth, ſurely Dr. Prieſiley would never 


niſters into congregations among Diſſenters. If we 
trace up the origin of Anti-Trinitarian ſocieties, we 
ſkalt find that they generally originate here x mid 
indeed it muſt be ſo, as they cannot raiſe ſocieties for 


2 8 
T have 


K — 
have made an acknowledgement to this 


- Thus, I think it appears evident by 
arguments derived from Analogy, Reaſon, 
Scripture, and Fact, that right ſenti- 

ments in religion are of great importance 
as to their moral influence. And for this 
reaſon, I cannot ſubſcribe to the inno- 
cence of mental error, as errors in the 
judgment are ſure to lead thoſe who are 
ſincere in eſpouſing them, to errors in the 
conduct. Were a perſon to ſow about 
his garden the ſeeds of noxious weeds, 

and ſay that they would do no harm, 
we ſhould laugh at his folly; being perſua- 
| ded that the conſtitution of nature is ſuch, 
chat thoſe ſeeds would vegetate, and pro- 
' duce according to their kind; and thus 


infect the garden, and prove injurious to 
| the 


1290 

the ſoil and its productions. And is it 
not equally ridiculous to ſuppoſe, even 
for a moment, that erroneous principles | 
are unproductive of pernicious effects? 


wr ſhall now proceed to the conſideration 
of thoſe happy effects which are pro- 
duced, by viewing right ſentiments | in re- 
ligion as important. 
I. The 8 as believes right ſen- 
timents in religion to be important, will 
be diligent and aſſiduous in his purſuit of _ 
truth. When we are engaged in the pur- 
ſuit of any object, if we act prudently, 
the degree of our diligence and aſſiduity 
in ſegking its acquiſition, will be propor- 
tionable to its importance, . Such is the 
principle upon which all wiſe and prudent 
men proceed in tranſacting the buſineſs 
| e of 


„„ 
of life: And this general principle will 
be found to, apply with equal propriety 
to the ſubje& in hand. If we view the 
acquiſition of truth as it is in Jeſus, to be 
important, then we ſhall be diligent and 
perſevering in our purſuit of this object; 
but if, on the other band, we conſider 
truth as unimportant, it cannot reaſon- 
ably be expected that wo ſhould be 
aſſiduous in the purſuit of it. And to ſay 
& that it is of no canſequence at all, either 
4 for time or eternity, whether you hold 
one opinion or another, is to repreſent the 
truth as ineſicacious and unprofitable. 
Were this ſentiment generally received, 
| what would be the conſequences ? By re- | 
_ ceiving this ſentiment, we ſhould virtually 
cenſure thoſe learned men who have 
| ſpent their time and talents in the unpro- 
— horas By receiving this 


ſentiment, 


1 

ſentiment, a check would be given to the 
progreſs of free enquiry. By receiving 
chis ſentiment, and acting under its in- 
fluence, inſtead of anticipating brighter 
days, we have reaſon to apprehend that 
we ſhould ſoon be covered by that dark- 
neſs in which the profeſſors of religion 
were enveloped in the middle ages. To 
view, therefore, right ſentiments in reli- 
gion as important, is abſotately neceflary, 
as a ſtimulus and incentive to diligence 
in the purſuit of truth. And when we 
conſider religious truth as important, we 
ſhall be active, vigorous, and perſevering, 

in our endeavours to obtain juſt views ou 
religious ſubjects. 


II. Perſons who conkeder right ſent 


TT Aa Ds will enter- 
in $1 tain 


3 -. 
tain an high eſteem and veneration for 
the Holy * : 


When we vie an object as valuable, 
and are at the ſame time defirous of ob- 
raining it, we ſhall highly eſteem the 
medium through which this object may 
de acquired. Where are right ſentiments 
in religion to be obtained ? . The 
* Bible, the Bible is the Religion of Pro- 
« teſtants !” Hence, thoſe perſons who 
conſider juſt views in religion as of great 
g importance, will entertain a great venera- 
tion and eſteem for the ſacred writings. 
As thoſe writings proceed from God, 

they entertain a veneration for them, as 
2 they « are profitable for deftrine, for re- 

8 &« proof, for correction, for inſtruction * 
e righteouſneſs, that the Man of God. may 


« be perfeft, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
a | | 66 good 
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good Dworks ;” they poſſeſs an high 
eſteem for them. And pious perſons diſ-— 
cover their eſteem for the Scriptures, by 
embracing all opportunities for reading 
them with ſeriouſneſs ; by committing, 
from time to time, parts of the ſacred 
volume to memory, and by ſubmitting to 
the deciſions of Scripture on all points, 
doctrinal and practical. 


But thoſe perſons who view erroneous 
opinions in religion as innocent, and un- 
productive of any pernicious effects, can- 
not entertain ſuch a degree of veneration 
and eſteem for the Sacred Scriptures. 
That they do not, is evident to all who 
are acquainted with their publications. 
In general, they reje& from their creed 
the. divine inſpiration of the Scriptures, | 
Dr. Prieſtley, when ſpeaking of thoſe per- 
bs: ſons * 


8 
2 


„ 
ſons by whom the Scriptures were penned, 
| obſerves: . The writers of the books of 

_ £ Scripture were men, and therefore fail. 

« ible; but all that we have to do with 
* them, is in the character of hiſtorians, | 
« and witneſſes of what they heard and 
« (aw. Of courſe, their credibility is to be 
« eftzmated like that of other hiſtorians, 
via. from the circumſtances in which 

„ they wrote, as with reſpect to their op- 


- . * portunities of knowing the truth of 


-6 what they relate, and the biaſes to 
« which they might be ſubject. I do not 
e thiak myſelf bound to believe an opi- 
4 nion, merely becauſe it was held by an 
| _ & Apoſtle. The Apoltle Paul, eſpeci- 
«« ally, if he be the author of the Epiſtle 
ec to the Hebrews, has ſtrained very 
« much, by the force of imagination, to 
3 « reconcile the Jews to the Chriſtian re- 

2 oy ws 
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© ligion, by pointing out the analogies 
* which he imagined the rites and cere- 
* monies of the Jewiſh religion bore to 
« ſome things in Chriſtianity.” If, there- 


fore, viewing right ſentiments in religion 
as important, creates in the mind an high 
eſteem and veneration for the Scripture, 
ſo it will be found that the oppoſite opi- 
nion is productive of contrary effects. 


III. Perſons who view right ſenti- 
ments in religion as important, will be 
zealous in propagating 3 truth in 
the world. 


Thoſe perſons who view religious truth 
as important; thoſe who feel its import- 
ance, and experience its happy effefts, 
will uſe their utmoſt endeavours to propa - 

gate the knowledge of Chriſtianity among 
| 3 6ͤ mankind; 


A 

mankind : And all active and vigorous 
efforts to diſſeminate Chriſtian Know- 
, ledge, will be proportionable to that ſenſe 
which we feel of the importance of Divine 
F Truth. The Apoſtles ſaw and experien- 

J ced the happy influence of Chriſtianity ; 
4 angl on that account they were zealous 
and indefatigable i in their exertions to 


5 promote the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 


| and him crucified, my mankind. 
As I lions right fame in areligion 
5 to be important, whatever my opinions 
were, I ſhould be deſirous of making them 
known, and of gaining proſelytes. Were 
Ian Arian or a Socinian, I think I ſhould 
-be-zealous;in propagating my ſentiments ; 
as 1 ſhould then conſider the generality of 


thoſe who made a profeſſion of religion, as 


no  derter than * by paying religi- 


f 
” 8 : ous 
| „ a 
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das wbanbip to Jeſus, Chirifs Aud dhe 
Scriptures declare that. * < no. idolater, ſhall, 

| « inherit the kingdom of God.” Were I 
then influenced with genuine benevolence, = 
1 ſhould exert myſelf with vigour, in 
order to apprize thoſe idolaters of their 
danger, that they might eſcape deſtruc- 


tion. 


Thus, I think, that to view right ſenti · 
ments in religion as important, will make 

us diligent and affiduous in our purſuits 
ol truth; that it will lead us to entertain 
a veneration and eſteem for the Holy. 
Scriptures, and make us zealous in our 
endeavours to propagate our religious opi- 
3 a | | 8 
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I ſhall now concluide this Diſcourle by 
ſeveral obſervations. 04s 
In 


Wo 
- In the firſt place, it is obvious to re- 
mark, from the principle laid down in 
this Diſcourſe, that Chriſtianity is by no 


1 means devoid of evidence in favour oi iis 


The dodtines and precepts of Chriſti- 
anity, are evigently deſigned to make men 
holy and happy. Jeſus Chriſt gave 
. &« himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 

4 from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
« ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
t works.” Thoſe perſons who are the 
real diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, crucify the 
fleſh with its affeQtions and luſts ; being 
under the influence of thoſe doctrines 
which are according to godlineſs: And 
the genuine doctrines of Chriſtianity will 
invariably produce ſuch happy _ in 


every "es and in every nation. 
This 


(% ) 


This was the caſe when Chriſtianicy 
wes firſt promulgated in the world. The 
heathen nations were enveloped in dark- 

neſs, and immerſed. in ſenſuality ; differ- * 
ing but little from the irrational part of the 
creation ; but when any of thoſe heathens 


were converted to Chriſtianity, they no 


longer yielded ther numbers as inftru- 


ments of unrighteouſneſs to fin, but be- | 


came the ſervants of God; and had their 
fruit unto holineſs ; they lived | in a ſober. 
righteous, and godly manner. Know 
% ye not, that the unrighteous ſhall not 
« inherit the kingdom of God. Be not 

1 deceived : neither fornicators, nor ido-. 
« laters, nor adukerers, nor efferninate, 
% nor abuſers of — with man- 
« kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
ee drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor- 
__ tioners, frall inherit the- kingdom 
cc of 


\ 


— 
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of God. And ſuch were ſome of you 
& (faith. Paul to the Chriſtian converts 
. at Corinth); but ye are waſhed, but ye 
are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified in the 
« name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 
6s « ſpirit of our God.” As the Chriſtian 
religion rectifies che opinions of mankind; i 
as it makes men holy and exemplary i in 
their behaviour; as it conducts them to 
happineſs in this world, and eventually to 
eternal felitity in the celeſtial manſions, l 
ſurely thoſe are fi ufficient proofs. of its di- 
vine e. | 


2. A we ſhould 8 religious opinions by 
their moral influence, this being the moſt 
infallible rule that we can apply, in or- 
der to diſtinguiſh truth from error. If 
religious ſentiments are good, they will 
neceſſarily produce excellent effects on 
" . me 


3 
the moral character of men. Thas 'wo | 
have ſeen was true, as it relates to the 
Chriſtians of the firſt age; and diſtance of 
time will cauſe no variation in this reſpect: 
the ſame truths will ſo operate, as to pro- 
duce fimilar effects, whenever they are 
received in love, and on perſonal convic- 
tion ®, T he excellence and importance 
of this rule, given us by our Lord, is ren- 
dered obvious by its general utility. This 
rule may be applied with as much facility 


* The Rev. Andrew Fuller, in his work intitled, 
«© The Calviniſtic and Socinian Syſtems examined 
and compared as to their Moral Tendency,“ 
proceds in the application of this rule, delivered by 
our Lord, throughout that judicious and valuable 
performance. The Socinians have attempted no 


 . anſwer to this work; and I am inclined to think | 


that they will always be backward to meet an oppo- 
nent on this ground. . 


* 
4” 


| { 42.) * 
| and {acceſs by the illiterate, as by the 
learned, "When acute and learned men 


publiſh large volumes on controverſial 
fubzetts in Theology, what profit do men 
in general derive from thoſe publications ? 
Are men in general in the habit of cloſe 
thinking? Are they capable of detecting 
fullacious reaſoning? Are they qualified 
to judge of the truth and impartiality of 
hiſtorical | narration ? Surely chis is im- 
poſſible. How then are the generality of 
mankind to come at the knowledge of the 
truth? © By their fruits ye ſhall know | 
them.” Let every religious principle be | 
tried by its moral influence: if it will 
bear this reſt, well; if not, the rejection of 
it is acting upon the excellent maxims 
contained in our text. 


And 


(4) 5 
And by what rule can learned men 


themſelves diſtinguiſh eruth from error,” 


with ſo much infallibility, as by the appli- 
cation of this excellent maxim? A lear- 
ned and ingenious writer may apparently 
' transform error into truth; but when we 
come to act upon principles which are 


fallacy. Whilſt then men recom- 


mend experiments in natural philoſophy, 


let them not deſpiſe experimental religion. 
For if men are bleſt with intellectual po- 


ers that are ſtrong and brilliant; if they 
baue by many years induſtry accumulated 
much literary knowledge, ftill they are 
not able to diſtinguiſh truth from error 
with ſo much facility and certainty, in 


N neee n 
* Iv. We 


api | we ſoon diſcoyer 


any way, as by the application of this 


5 LEE 
le We may farther obſerve, That truth 
s ffentiato miniſterial wuln, 


W Fe 8 Fully 5 
ne, that error. will always produce 
pernicious conſequences: And if moral 
duties are recommended, independent of 
this connexion with religious principles, 
ſuch kind of preaching has been, and 
always will be, futile and inefficacious. As 
good principles and good actions are inſe- 
parably connected, miniſters muſt preach 
on the doctrines of Chriſtianity as well as 
its precepts, or no good effects will flow 


from their miniſterial exertions, however 


vigorous and inceſſant. Whence originate 
holy deſires, pious reſolutions, and exem- 


plary behaviour? All proceed from the 


operation of evengelical truth upon. the 


mind. There is a peculiar ſuitability in 
Y 7 theſe 


o . 


( 45 ) 
| theſe truths to produce ſuch ſalutary 
effects. Wherever the genuine doctrines 
of Chriſtianity are preached, ſuch effects 
will flow; but where thoſe doctrines are 
paſſed over in flence, none of theſe effects 
are to be ſeen. Let then the preachers of 
righteouſneſs go forth and preach Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified. Before them 
may every valley be exalted, and every 
mountain and hill-be made low ! May the 
crooked be made ftraight, and the rough 
places plain! and may the. glory of the 
Lord be revealed! and may all fleſh ſee it 
together! | 


Finally. Let the miniſters of Chriſt, 
and all his genuine diſciples, anticipate | 
the commencement of that happy period 
when the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhall ar- 
rive at the zenith of his power! when, by his 


benign 


ig and invincible. influence, all thoſe . 
noxious” vapours which inſect our atmo- 
ſphere, ſhald vaniſh for ever, and when *the 
<< cath ſhall be foll of the knowledge of - 
„ the Lord, as the waters cover the fea.” 
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